Rituximab is useful in the treatment of Felty's syndrome.
Felty's syndrome is regarded as a severe variant of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) that develops in less than 1% of patients with RA. It consists of a triad of RA, splenomegaly, and leukopenia, which tends to develop after a long course of RA. Treatment of neutropenia is mainly comprised of disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs including methotrexate, hydroxychloroquine, auronofin, penicillamine, glucocorticoids, and granulocyte monocyte colony stimulating factor. Recently, there has been a growing interest in the biologic agent rituximab in the treatment of Felty's syndrome. To our knowledge, only one previous case of rituximab being beneficial in the treatment of Felty's syndrome has been reported. We report the case of a 60-year-old man with Felty's syndrome in whom treatment with rituximab led to a sustained neutrophil response and marked symptomatic improvement in the form of decrease in the size of rheumatoid nodules and better pain control.